7o                     SCEPTICISM AND POETRY
In a little book called Science and Poetry, Mr. Richards develops
this point for us. There he tells us that what he calls the 'magical
view of nature' (by which is apparently intended the religious
view ofnature whether primitiveor Christian) has been dispelled
by the 'neutralization of nature', the new 'world-picture of
science'. Science has brought about a 'revolution' in these
matters, has given us 'genuine knowledge', and the former
'edifices of supposed knowledge' have simply toppled down.
Thus science has apparently told us what sort of a thing
'existence' is, and we know now where we stand. Such doctrine,
as I have tried to reiterate, is founded on an erroneous view
of scientific construction; but in this respect, Mr. Richards
not only reveals a failure of comprehension; he adds to such
failure self-contradiction of an extreme kind. Having set out
such a doctrine as the above, he proceeds to tell us that science
'cannot tell us what we are or what this world is; not because
these are in any sense insoluble questions, but because they
are not questions at all' (p. 53). And this follows the statement
on the preceding page to the effect that science has shown us that
the 'magical' view of nature (which after all is a view of what
man and the world is) has been exploded by science. It also
immediately follows a statement in which we are told that
'science can tell us about man's place in the universe and his
chances; that the place is precarious, and the chances problema-
tical'. But one would have thought that to tell us this is to
tell us a great deal about what we are and what the world is.
For what is meant by 'chances'? Does Mr. Richards include
under 'chances' the 'chance', for example, of personal immor-
tality or of a supra-temporal existence? One supposes that he
must do, since they are 'chances' about which human beings
have always been concerned. Does, then, science tell us nothing
of what man and the world is ?
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The whole tenor of Mr. Richards' philosophical
criticism is due to a very simple failure of discrimination.